IT'S PATENTLY OBVIOUS 


PATENTS 


The word derives from "Letters Patent", which were official 
documents from Ше monarch, widely used over the centuries and 
slill in use today, signing pronouncements and providing 
authorisations. These were open (“patcnt” is Latin for “open"), ie. 
not sealed, so anyonc could read them and see for themselves that 
they were authentic, 
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A VERY EARLY LETTERS PATENT 





Folded vellum letters patent, dated September 1355 (2% of reign of 
Fdward IIT) in French, appointing John Bonyngton to the of Auditor for 
the Duchy of Lancaster, with responsibility for most of the North of England. 

Written in London, but the seal is lost. 


The text starts “Henry duc de Lancaster, comte de Derby de Nicole 
Lincolnshire] de Leicestre de Herford ct de Northampton Senal d’ 

[= Seneschal, a senior court appointment in mediaeval England]. A tout ceulx 
que ses nos ПеШгов ou оттоп! saluz Sachez que nous consonantz entierement 
en ces discresion ёс loialtee de mon char & bonne Johan Bonyngton.....” and 
ends ^....ccs nos I[ett]res patentes admers а me volunite donez sonez me seel 
а Londres le xx jour de Septembre l'an du regne Kd] werd] vingt & neuve." 
The last words translate to "our letters patent made under my seal at London 
the xx of September of the 2% year of the reign of King Edward ІШ” 


Liltle is known about John Bonyngton, but a person with the same name was 
appointed Auditor for the county of Northumberland under letters patent, 
again with no seal, issued at Durham Castle on 22 September 1405. The 
document is held by the University of Pennsylvania, USA. 
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THE MOST FAMOUS LETTERS PATENT: MAGNA CARTA 
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Dagna Carta 
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4- -—Wrapper of a milk chocolate bar celebrating the same 
anniversary 





LETTERS PATENT WERE OFTEN USED TO ESTABLISH 
COLONIES, DISTRICTS OR TOWNS 
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LETTERS PATENT FOR MAURITIUS 
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35c 1978 definitive stamp without date imprint showing part of the 
Letters Patent establishing the formal "Prise de Possession de l'Ile" 
issued in 1715 by Louis XIV to Guillaume Dufrense d'Arsel. The 
1983 imprint imperforate pair is not currently catalogued. 
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Guernsey Past First Day Cover 
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THE LETTERS PATENT THAT ESTABLISHED SOL'IH 
AUSTRALIA 
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1838 - 1507 H ANNIVERSARY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA · 1955 


Back and front of 1985 Australia Post FDC celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of founding of South Australia 








A VILLAGE CALLED HOLLAND PATENT 


This village in New York State, USA was founded in 1797 and is 
named after the letters Patent relating to the grant of land allowing its 
foundation. 
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____1880 cover from TTolland Patent = forwarded onto Grand Hotel, 
2 Vienna. It has various June 1880 Paris postmarks on the back, and à 
manuscript "Answered August 3rd 1880" оп the front. 


PATENTS 


In the sixteenth and seventeenth centurics, patents were abused by 
the English monarchs, who would grant monopolies on basic goods 
and products, such as making of salt or impurting wines, by means 
of letters patent. These monopolies were granted to wealthy 
individuals who paid the monarch large sums of money in return. 
To slop this abuse, the English Parliament in 1624 forced James I to 
sign The Statute of Monopolies, which restricted the granting of 
monopolies by means of letters patent to true inventions only, This 
was the first patent for invention law anywhere in the world, but 
over the years, England was followed by many other countries with 
similar laws, 
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2010 booklet celebrating 100'^ anniversary of new Dutch Patent Act. The 
previous Act was suspended in 1869, and for 40 years the Netherlands was 
the only advanced economy that did not have patents for inventions 
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SOME FAMOUS PEOPLE WHO WORKED IN PATENTS 
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Margaret Thatcher spent a few years as a patent lawyer. Edwin 
Stanton, who served as Secretary of War under Lincoln during 
the American Civil War, was a lawyer involved in a number of 
high profile patent infringement cases. Clara Barton, who made 
her name as nurse during the same war, was a clerk in the US 
l'atent Office before and after tat war. Sir John Monash, WW1 
Australian general, had been a patent agent. Albert Einstein 
developed his most important theories whilst a clerk in the 
Swiss Patent Office. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON - THE FIRST HEAD OF THE US PATENT 
OFFICE 


Under ihe first US Patent Act (1790) and 11711 1836, the US Secretary of Stale (Foreign 
Secretary in UK parlance} was also the Head of the US Patent Office, and had to approve 
от reject each patent application that came in, | he US Secretary of Stale trom 1790 to 1793 

was Thomae Jeffersim, one of the founding fathers of the USA. Ила known that he took his 
Patent Office responsibilities very seriously. 
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Office. Poole was one of the first patent examiners а the Patent Office, but at the 
same time carried on as a palent agent, something that would not be allowed now. | 
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Henry Ellsworth was the first head of the US Patent Office (1835 - 1845). He encouraged | 
both Colt and Morse to patent their key inventions, This undated Free Frank letter is 
signed by him and was sent from the Patent Office. 
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BENNET WOODCROFT (1803-1879), LEADING FIGURE IN UK PATENT REFORM, WAS A 
PATENT AGENT BEFORE HE JOINED THE UK PATENT OFFICE IN 1852 
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THIS 1850 LETTER, FROM EDWIN HEYCOCK, PAYS WOODCROFT 
£40 (2 x £20 NOTES WITH LETTER) TO PAY FOR A PATENT GRANT 
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AND HERE'S THE PATENT. AS A PATENT AGENT, WOODCROFT SPECIALISED IN 
HELPING INVENTORS GET PATENTS RELATING TO TEXTILE MANUFACTURING 








HEYCOCK'S SPECIFICATION, 


TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALI СОМЕ, I, ۲ 
Нитооск, of Leeds, in the County of York, Merchant, send greeting. 

WHEEEAS Her present most Excellent Majesty Queen Victoria, by Нот 
Royal Letiors Patent under the Great Seal of the United Kingdon af Great 
5 Britain and Ireland, bearing date at Westminster, the Twenty-sizth day of 
January, in the thirteenth year of Ber reign, did, for Herself, Har heirs and 

assigns, giro nnd gradi unto me, the said Edwin Heysock, my eXors, aditiors, | 
5 and amigns, Har especial licence, full power, sole privilege amd authority, 
that I, the said Edwin Heycock, my өйте, ndüiors, snd assigns, or such 
10 others аз I, the said Edwin Heycock, my слога, айт, ot assigns, shall ві 
any time agree with, and no others, from time to time and at all times 

during tha term of years therein expressed, ећооја and lovfully might make, 

use, exercise, and vend, within England, Wales, and the Town of Berwick 

upon Tweed, my Invention of “Cartan Ixraovzxxses rx тик Услиши ано 

15 Шъзакжф or Wous Crores; іп which suid Letters Patent is contained a 

' ртотво that T, the said Edwin Heyeock, shall cause а particular desoription of 

the nature of my said Invention, and in what manner the same is to be рес- 

formed, by an instrument in writing under my hand and seal, te be inralled in 

Her Majesty's High Court of Chancery within six calendar months next and 

i 20 unmeliately after tho date of tho said in part recited Letters Patent, as in and 

by the same, reference being thereunto Бай, will more fully and at large appear. 
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PATENTS FOR INVENTION CAN BE CONTROVERSIAL. SOME ARE 
VERY MUCH IN FAVOUR.... 
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Mr. James Я, ілггрізу, Editorial Writer 
Concord Monitor А Fatrigt 
пет зета, х. Н. 


TWO CRITICS OF THE UK PATENT SYSTEM IN VICTORIAN 
TIMES 








Charles Dickens was a persistent critic of the slow bureaucracy of the UK Patent 
syslem in the nineteenth century. He wrote a polemical article in 1850 entitled А 
Poor Ман 5 Tale of a Patent, and in Little Dorrit, his hero, Daniel Doyce, is во 
frustrated by the system that he sells his invention to the Russians, who reward 
him. (At the time of its publication, the UK was in the Crimean War). 
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The successful engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel lobbied to have the patent 
system abolished. He was partly motivated by the poor experiences his father, 
another engineer, had encountered with the UK Patent system, partly by his own 
business practices, and partly as a matter of political principle. 


James Bogardus' 1839 patent won a £100 prize given to the best 
entries to the 1839 Treasury Competition. The government, however, 
chose to follow Rowland Hills" approach 





First page of Bogardus' patent, which avoids the use of gummed stamps. 
Instead a seal attaches the stamp to the envelope. 








A.D.1839 ........ № 8208. 
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Applying Stamps to Letters; &c 


BOGARDUS' SPECIFICATION. ` 


` TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL СОМЕ, J, Jawes 
[200 of Trinity. Square; Tower Hill.in the City of London, Gentleman, 
send greetiug. 
` WHEREAS Her present most Excellent Majesty Queen Victoria, ы Нег 
`5 Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great Britain, bearing date at West- 
minster, the Twenty-sixth day of August, in the third year of Her reign, 
did, for Herself, Her heirs and successors, give and grant unto me, the. ssid 
James Rogardns, Нег especial licence, full power, sole privilege and authority, 
that J, the said James Bogardus, my eXors, ад ог, and assigns, or such 
10 others as I, the said James Водагдав, my exors, ad3iors, or assigns, should at 
any time agree with, and no others, from time to time and at all times during 
the term of years therein expressed, should and lawfully might make, use, 
exercise, and vend, within England, Wales, and the Town of Berwick, my 
Invention of^''Iuesovgn Мвалз op ÅPPLTING LABELS, Sraurs, ов Marrs то 
15 Lrrrzzs arp отняв suca Посумритв; in which said Letters Patent is con- 
tained a proviso thst J, the said James Порағдпя, shall canse з particular 
, description of the nature of my said Invention, and in what manner the same 
is to be performed, to be iurolled in Her said Majesty's High Court of 
Chancery within siz calendar months next and immediately after the data of 
20 the said in part recited Lettera Patent, as in and by the same, reference being 
thereunto had, will more fulty and at large appear. 
NOW ENOW YE, that in compliance with the said proviso, I, the said 
James Uogarilus, do hereby declare that the nature of my said Invention, and 
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1900 PATENT for coin-operated stamp 
delivery machines 
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PROVISIONAL SPLULICATION 


9 Improvements in Coin-froed Apparatus tor Delivering Stamps and 
other Articles '' 


1, Kpwis Joos Разне осла, of кол ШИ, Wyre Regis, Wryasonth, 
us the County of Joraet, Gentlenean. da hereby decisa the plane of this inver- 
Тип Ua he дк follows: 
Пух invention relates to jmprevesrienle in сөл Ло epperstus fos delivering 
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provements оров the invention ابص‎ in the Speevication ul шу ۴ 
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miken from the apparatus ћу inserting a хале Майр aros 9 redor device реши“ 

Lar ghee window tn che opcuiug or аргып: n which the stampe er the Tike are 
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л when s damaged rain is ipseried Та the بان سره‎ сорт дете tle diiev.ly is 
ex سا‎ el on remoting tae azar. 


ар Now my presea. invention has der ite زا‎ te remedy these фев А and also 
рх to simplily the construction of the apperatys 
ғ То this end 1 ۲۱ the spring which holds the ribbon tant to tbe doller өз item 


a, upea wih Due ribbon is intermittently wound when rains are тмзетће іп Ше 
стратааз, «ШІМ the ratchet aud рам!  aneehaniemi whieh was Гале 
app-isl in connection with thy suid receiving roller ar drem із now зро m 
۰ the roller or ша upon whieh the band ix initially wound. 
With this arrvagement 1 аар only prevent the claps fren being таша 
yj Тсшовей аз سای‎ Мег ха bus I alan ensure that the “агар ar ather ат ез 
rame денти Decore ihe apertere nes each irl of u бү which жич 
г not always che case woth mr apparalus as heroimbefore guide. 
wi wroc, iustead 01 региле у fing the гарлага га a easing, the front 
- ez which жия onule lo drop, 1 naw рғау a тікені са bing tua reerive the mechan im 
go Нед 19 20 maze that when the Lid of the Бох ix apen The whole of the пре bore 
tan be bodily removed, With thik arrangement ашу اما‎ coin which 
nav have been inserted ۷۸ apparatus нап be got at aad تمد‎ with 
terility whith hee ue keen heaton: peseible 
Te suapety the прашен Т шууж diguenae with ihe leng coin chute with which 
на тау former шой на were provided, Ние гета being new werte? throne’: a dol 
in іл» Tid of the caring wheres they fall inde s saert chute ard ороме the 
cseapement merhariem ım the аниа. munnet 
Te exuzge the apaaralus with a ер Шие filled with Миг sampe or даг 
atiicies ما‎ Те delivered the eaupty ribbon За тажи from the receivene denir 
aud the latier is prevented from wlading Mack nader the acion af it: apriag 
Бу reine af a тер or ра whirl ін msertod горун к hole іш the fisel bearing 
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NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES — UK 
1829 entire from H. Pooley of the Patent Office, Lincolns Inn, to Mr. 
Green, requiring payment of £21/12/11d for grant of four patents. 
“Т.Р. Chancery Lane" handstamp + "2" chargemark 
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PATENT OFFICE OFFICIAL STATIONERY 
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PATENT OFFICE OFFICIAL STATIONERY 


The 1892 Queen Victoria postcard request for a сору of a patent specification as 
finally issued 
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A WELL TRAVELLED LETTER FROM THE PATENT OFFICE 
15 December 1902 OHMS + stamp to Copenhagen, redirected to 
Essen, then to Krugers Hotel, Berlin 
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PATENT OFFICE OFFICIAL STATIONERY 


1903 Edward VII Patent Office postcard, blue-green, with request for a copy of a 
patent specification on the reverse 
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1904 OHMS PATENT OFFICE LETTER 
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. On Ilis Majesty's Service. | 





1908 OTTICIAL POSI CARD USED FOR CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH THE UK PATENT OFFICE 


1/24 Yellow-Green on front, 7 1/2d red brown on reverse. De La 
Rue printing | 
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1908 OTTICIAL POSTCARD USED FOR CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH THEUK PATENT OFFICE 


1/24 Yellow-Green on front, 7 1/2d red brown on reverse. De La 
Rue printing — 
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1983 PATENT OFFICE LETTER TO FRAUDSTER ROBERT MAXWELL 
Meter mark incorrectly gives Patent Office's address as "Southampton 
Building" — it should read "Buildings" 
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US PATENT OFFICE "OFFICIAL BUSINESS" ENVELOPES 
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Over the years, the US Patent Office has used many official business imprints. The 
earlier had to be signed by the then Commissioner of US Patents. Some of them 
reminded users that there was a penalty for using postage paid envelopes for non- 
official business. The examples are from between 1837 to 1922. Curiously, Thomas 
Ewbank's signature appears on the 1837 cover even though he only was 
Commissioner between 1849 and 1852. Charles Mason was Commissioner between 
1853 and 1857. 


US PATFNT OFFICF PENALTY ENVELOPE 


Washington DC CDS free cancel letter sent and signed by 
Thomas Ewbank, who was US Commissioner of Patents 
between 1849 and 1852, The letter has a red seal on the back. 
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BENJAMIN HEDRICK, AN INTERESTING 
US PATENT OFFICE EXAMINER 


A Traitor and 
a Scoundrel 


Benjamin Hedrick and the Cost of Dissent 


Michael Thomas Smith 








Benjamin Hedrick (1827-1886) worked in the US Patent Office 1861 - 1876, ending up a senior examiner. During the 
American Civil War, Hedrick corresponded with Confederate PoWs held in Union prisons. One prison was on Johnson's 
Island, close to Sandusky, Ohio. Hedrick helped the PoWs by sending them sums of money if requested. Very few letters 
sent by Confederate prisoners to him at the Patent Office have survived. No doubt this letter contained a request by a 

prisoner for cash, and no doubt he responded by sending some. He must have been very trusting. He believed the 
prisoner really needed the cash and that his cash would not be confiscated by prison authorities. 


The cover has a US 3 cents rose stamp, with a circular Sandusky September 22 (18)64 postmark. It has a faint manuscript 
censor mark. 


THE US PATENT OFFICE DID SOMETIMES REFUSE 
TO GRANI A PATENT 
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